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Week Ending Friday, July 27, 2007

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
the Former Liberian Regime of
Charles Taylor

July 19, 2007

On July 22, 2004, by Executive Order
13348, 1 declared a national emergency and
ordered related measures, including the
blocking of property of certain persons asso-
ciated with the former Liberian regime of
Charles Taylor, pursuant to the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1701-1706). I took this action to deal with
the unusual and extraordinary threat to the
foreign policy of the United States con-
stituted by the actions and policies of former
Liberian President Charles Taylor and other
persons, in particular, their unlawful deple-
tion of Liberian resources and their removal
from Liberia and secreting of Liberian funds
and property, which have undermined Libe-
ria’s transition to democracy and the orderly
development of its political, administrative,
and economic institutions and resources. I
further noted that the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement signed on August 18, 2003, and
the related cease-fire had not yet been uni-
versally implemented throughout Liberia,
and that the illicit trade in round logs and
timber products was linked to the prolifera-
tion of and trafficking in illegal arms, which
perpetuated the Liberian conflict and fueled
and exacerbated other conflicts throughout
West Africa.

Today, Liberia is engaged in a peaceful
transition to a democratic order under the
administration of President Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf. The regulations implementing Exec-
utive Order 13348, clarify that the subject
of this national emergency has been and re-
mains limited to the former Liberian regime
of Charles Taylor and specified other persons
and not the country, citizens, Government,
or Central Bank of Liberia.

Charles Taylor is today standing trial in
The Hague by the Special Court for Sierra
Leone. However, stability in Liberia is still
fragile. The actions and policies of Charles
Taylor and others have left a legacy of de-
struction that still has the potential to under-
mine Liberia’s transformation and recovery.

Because the actions and policies of these
persons continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the foreign policy of the
United States, the national emergency de-
clared on July 22, 2004, and the measures
adopted on that date to deal with that emer-
gency, must continue in effect beyond July
22, 2007. Therefore, in accordance with sec-
tion 202(d) of the National Emergency Act
(50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1
year the national emergency declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13348.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 19, 2007.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:11 a.m., July 19, 2007]

NotE: This notice was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on July 20, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on July 20. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to the
Former Liberian Regime of Charles
Taylor

July 19, 2007

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
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the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the na-
tional emergency and related measures deal-
ing with the former Liberian regime of
Charles Taylor are to continue in effect be-
yond July 22, 2007.

The actions and policies of former Libe-
rian President Charles Taylor and other per-
sons, in particular their unlawful depletion
of Liberian resources, their trafficking of ille-
gal arms, and their formation of irregular mi-
litia, continue to undermine Liberia’s transi-
tion to democracy and the orderly develop-
ment of its political, administrative, and eco-
nomic institutions and resources. These ac-
tions and policies continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the foreign
policy of the United States. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary
to continue the national emergency with re-
spect to the former Liberian regime of
Charles Taylor.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 19, 2007.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 20. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Executive Order 13440—
Interpretation of the Geneva
Conventions Common Article 3 as
Applied to a Program of Detention
and Interrogation Operated by the
Central Intelligence Agency

July 20, 2007

By the authority vested in me as President
and Commander in Chief of the Armed
Forces by the Constitution and the laws of
the United States of America, including the
Authorization for Use of Military Force
(Public Law 107-40), the Military Commis-
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sions Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-366), and
section 301 of title 3, United States Code,
it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. General Determinations. (a)
The United States is engaged in an armed
conflict with al Qaeda, the Taliban, and asso-
ciated forces. Members of al Qaeda were re-
sponsible for the attacks on the United States
of September 11, 2001, and for many other
terrorist attacks, including against the United
States, its personnel, and its allies throughout
the world. These forces continue to fight the
United States and its allies in Afghanistan,
Iraq, and elsewhere, and they continue to
plan additional acts of terror throughout the
world. On February 7, 2002, I determined
for the United States that members of al
Qaeda, the Taliban, and associated forces are
unlawful enemy combatants who are not en-
titled to the protections that the Third Gene-
va Convention provides to prisoners of war.
I hereby reaffirm that determination.

(b) The Military Commissions Act defines
certain prohibitions of Common Article 3 for
United States law, and it reaffirms and rein-
forces the authority of the President to inter-
pret the meaning and application of the Ge-
neva Conventions.

Sec. 2. Definitions. As used in this order:

(a) “Common Article 3” means Article 3
of the Geneva Conventions.

(b) “Geneva Conventions” means:

(i) the Convention for the Amelioration
of the Condition of the Wounded and
Sick in Armed Forces in the Field,
done at Geneva August 12, 1949 (6
UST 3114);

(ii) the Convention for the Amelioration
of the Condition of Wounded, Sick
and Shipwrecked Members of Armed
Forces at Sea, done at Geneva August
12,1949 (6 UST 3217);

(iii) the Convention Relative to the Treat-
ment of Prisoners of War, done at Ge-
neva August 12, 1949 (6 UST 3316);
and

(iv) the Convention Relative to the Pro-
tection of Civilian Persons in Time of
War, done at Geneva August 12, 1949
(6 UST 3516).
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(c) “Cruel, inhuman, or degrading treat-
ment or punishment” means the cruel, un-
usual, and inhumane treatment or punish-
ment prohibited by the Fifth, Eighth, and
Fourteenth Amendments to the Constitution
of the United States.

Sec. 3. Compliance of a Central Intel-
ligence Agency Detention and Interrogation
Program with Common Article 3. (a) Pursu-
ant to the authority of the President under
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including the Military Commissions
Act of 2006, this order interprets the mean-
ing and application of the text of Common
Article 3 with respect to certain detentions
and interrogations, and shall be treated as
authoritative for all purposes as a matter of
United States law, including satisfaction of
the international obligations of the United
States. I hereby determine that Common Ar-
ticle 3 shall apply to a program of detention
and interrogation operated by the Central In-
telligence Agency as set forth in this section.
The requirements set forth in this section
shall be applied with respect to detainees in
such program without adverse distinction as
to their race, color, religion or faith, sex,
birth, or wealth.

(b) I hereby determine that a program of
detention and interrogation approved by the
Director of the Central Intelligence Agency
fully complies with the obligations of the
United States under Common Article 3, pro-
vided that:

(i) the conditions of confinement and in-
terrogation practices of the program
do not include:

(A) torture, as defined in section 2340
of title 18, United States Code;

(B) any of the acts prohibited by sec-
tion 2441(d) of title 18, United States
Code, including murder, torture,
cruel or inhuman treatment, mutila-
tion or maiming, intentionally causing
serious bodily injury, rape, sexual as-
sault or abuse, taking of hostages, or
performing of biological experiments;

(C) other acts of violence serious
enough to be considered comparable
to murder, torture, mutilation, and
cruel or inhuman treatment, as de-
fined in section 2441(d) of title 18,
United States Code;
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(D) any other acts of cruel, inhuman,
or degrading treatment or punish-
ment prohibited by the Military Com-
missions Act (subsection 6(c) of Pub-
lic Law 109-366) and the Detainee
Treatment Act of 2005 (section 1003
of Public Law 109-148 and section
1403 of Public Law 109-163);

(E) willful and outrageous acts of per-
sonal abuse done for the purpose of
humiliating or degrading the indi-
vidual in a manner so serious that any
reasonable person, considering the
circumstances, would deem the acts
to be beyond the bounds of human
decency, such as sexual or sexually in-
decent acts undertaken for the pur-
pose of humiliation, forcing the indi-
vidual to perform sexual acts or to
pose sexually, threatening the indi-
vidual with sexual mutilation, or using
the individual as a human shield; or

(F) acts intended to denigrate the reli-
gion, religious practices, or religious
objects of the individual;

(i) the conditions of confinement and in-

terrogation practices are to be used
with an alien detainee who is deter-
mined by the Director of the Central
Intelligence Agency:

(A) to be a member or part of or sup-
porting al Qaeda, the Taliban, or asso-
ciated organizations; and

(B) likely to be in possession of infor-
mation that:

(1) could assist in detecting,
mitigating, or preventing terrorist
attacks, such as attacks within the
United States or against its Armed
Forces or other personnel, citizens,
or facilities, or against allies or
other countries cooperating in the
war on terror with the United
States, or their armed forces or
other personnel, citizens, or
facilities; or

(2) could assist in locating the
senior leadership of al Qaeda, the
Taliban, or associated forces;

(iii) the interrogation practices are deter-

mined by the Director of the Central
Intelligence Agency, based upon pro-
fessional advice, to be safe for use
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with each detainee with whom they
are used; and

(iv) detainees in the program receive the
basic necessities of life, including ade-
quate food and water, shelter from
the elements, necessary clothing, pro-
tection from extremes of heat and
cold, and essential medical care.

(¢) The Director of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency shall issue written policies to
govern the program, including guidelines for
Central Intelligence Agency personnel that
implement paragraphs (i)(C), (E), and (F) of
subsection 3(b) of this order, and including
requirements to ensure:

(i) safe and professional operation of the
program;

(ii) the development of an approved plan
of interrogation tailored for each de-
tainee in the program to be interro-
gated, consistent with subsection
3(b)(iv) of this order;

(iii) appropriate training for interrogators
and all personnel operating the pro-
gram;

(iv) effective monitoring of the program,
including with respect to medical
matters, to ensure the safety of those
in the program; and

(v) compliance with applicable law and
this order.

Sec. 4. Assignment of Function. With re-
spect to the program addressed in this order,
the function of the President under section
6(c)(3) of the Military Commissions Act of
2006 is assigned to the Director of National
Intelligence.

Sec. 5. General Provisions. (a) Subject to
subsection (b) of this section, this order is
not intended to, and does not, create any
right or benefit, substantive or procedural,
enforceable at law or in equity, against the
United States, its departments, agencies, or
other entities, its officers or employees, or
any other person.

(b) Nothing in this order shall be con-
strued to prevent or limit reliance upon this
order in a civil, criminal, or administrative
proceeding, or otherwise, by the Central In-
telligence Agency or by any individual acting
on behalf of the Central Intelligence Agency
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in connection with the program addressed in
this order.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 20, 2007.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:16 a.m., July 23, 2007]

NoOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on July 24. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
July 21, 2007

Good morning. On Friday, I met with a
group of veterans and military families who
support our troops and our mission in Iraq.
These men and women know the tremen-
dous sacrifices that our troops and their fami-
lies are making. And I appreciate the good
work their organizations are doing to support
our men and women in uniform in their im-
portant mission to protect the United States.

This week, Americans saw more evidence
of how difficult that mission is and how cen-
tral it is to our security. The Director of Na-
tional Intelligence released a summary of an
important document called the National In-
telligence Estimate on the “Terrorist Threat
to the US Homeland.” This assessment
brings together the analysis of our entire in-
telligence community and provides policy-
makers with an up-to-date picture of the
threat we face.

I know you are hearing a lot about this
document. Some of its assessments are en-
couraging, and others are cause for concern.
Most importantly, this document reminds us
that America faces “a persistent and evolv-
ing” threat from Islamic terrorist groups and
cells, especially Al Qaida.

Since Al Qaida attacked us on 9/11, the
United States has taken many steps to keep
the American people safe. We’ve gone on the
offense, taking the fight to the terrorists
around the world. We’ve worked with part-
ners overseas to monitor terrorist move-
ments, disrupt their finances, and bring them
to justice. Here at home, we've strengthened
security at borders and vital infrastructure
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like powerplants and airports and subways.
We have given intelligence and law enforce-
ment professionals new tools like the PA-
TRIOT Act, and we continue to work with
Congress to modernize the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act.

The actions we and our partners around
the world have taken have helped disrupt
plots and save lives. Here’s how the NIE re-
port put it, quote: “We assess that greatly
increased worldwide counterterrorism efforts
over the past 5 years have constrained the
ability of Al Qaida to attack the U.S. home-
land again and have led terrorist groups to
perceive the homeland as a harder target to
strike than on 9/11.”

The NIE report also cites some setbacks.
One of the most troubling is its assessment
that Al Qaida has managed to establish a safe
haven in the tribal areas of Pakistan bor-
dering Afghanistan. Last September, Presi-
dent Musharraf of Pakistan reached an
agreement that gave tribal leaders more re-
sponsibility for policing their own areas. Un-
fortunately, tribal leaders were unwilling and
unable to go after Al Qaida or the Taliban.

President Musharraf recognizes the agree-
ment has not been successful or well-en-
forced and is taking active steps to correct
it. Earlier this month, he sent in Pakistani
forces to go after radicals who seized control
of a mosque, and then he delivered a speech
vowing to rid all of Pakistan of extremism.
Pakistani forces are in the fight, and many
have given their lives. The United States sup-
ports them in these efforts. And we will work
with our partners to deny safe haven to the
Taliban and Al Qaida in Pakistan or any-
where else in the world.

Nearly 6 years have passed since 9/11. And
as time goes by, it can be tempting to think
that the threat of another attack on our
homeland is behind us. The NIE report
makes clear that the threat is not behind us.
It states that Al Qaida will continue to, and
I quote, “focus on prominent political, eco-
nomic, and infrastructure targets with the
goal of producing mass casualties, visually
dramatic destruction, significant economic
aftershocks, and/or fear among the U.S. pop-
ulation.” It goes on to say that Al Qaida will
continue to seek chemical, biological, radio-
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logical, or nuclear material to use in these
attacks.

The men who run Al Qaida are deter-
mined, capable, and ruthless. They would be
in a far stronger position to attack our people
if America’s military, law enforcement, intel-
ligence services, and other elements of our
Government were not engaged in a world-
wide effort to stop them. We will meet the
responsibility that history has given us; we
will adapt to changing conditions; and we will
not let up until our enemies are defeated and
our people are secure.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on
July 20 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 21. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on July 20 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the Temporary Transfer of the
Powers and Duties of the President
of the United States

July 21, 2007

Dear Madame Speaker: (Dear Mr.
President:)

This morning I will undergo a routine
medical procedure requiring sedation. In
view of present circumstances, I have deter-
mined to transfer temporarily my Constitu-
tional powers and duties to the Vice Presi-
dent during the brief period of the procedure
and recovery.

In accordance with the provisions of Sec-
tion 3 of the Twenty-Fifth Amendment to
the United States Constitution, this letter
shall constitute my written declaration that
I am unable to discharge the Constitutional
powers and duties of the office of the Presi-
dent of the United States. Pursuant to Sec-
tion 3, the Vice President shall discharge
those powers and duties as Acting President
until I transmit to you a written declaration
that I am able to resume the discharge of
those powers and duties.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush
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NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pelosi,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of the
Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Resuming the Powers and Duties of
the President of the United States

July 21, 2007

Dear Madame Speaker: (Dear Mr.
President:)

In accordance with the provisions of Sec-
tion 3 of the Twenty-Fifth Amendment to
the United States Constitution, this letter
shall constitute my written declaration that
I am presently able to resume the discharge
of the Constitutional powers and duties of
the office of the President of the United
States. With the transmittal of this letter, I
am resuming those powers and duties effec-
tive immediately.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pelosi,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of the
Senate.

Statement on the Death of
King Mohammad Zahir Shah of
Afghanistan

July 23, 2007

Laura and I are saddened by the death
of Mohammad Zahir Shah, who was King of
Afghanistan from 1933 to 1973.

Zahir Shah was a monumental figure in
Afghan history, and his life spanned vast
changes in that country’s political system. He
returned to Afghanistan as an ordinary cit-
izen in 2002, shortly after the Taliban regime
was removed from power, and continued to
play an important part in the life of his coun-
try. Zahir Shah supported the goal of a rep-
resentative and freely elected government in
his homeland, and he encouraged Afghani-
stan toward democracy and stability. His
presence in Afghanistan as a private citizen
and “Father of the Nation” for the past sev-
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eral years has been an important factor in
rebuilding Afghanistan.

On behalf of the American people, Laura
and I extend our condolences to Mohammad
Zahir Shah’s family and to the people of Af-
ghanistan.

Remarks to Military Personnel and
Their Families at Charleston Air
Force Base, South Carolina

July 24, 2007

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank
you, Colonel. Thanks for the hospitality and
kind introduction. I'm proud to be with the
men and women of the Air Force, the Navy,
the Marines, the Army, and the Coast Guard.
Thanks for serving. Thanks for wearing the
uniform of the United States of America.

I'm proud to be back here in the great
State of South Carolina. I'm proud to be with
some of the Palmetto State’s finest citizens.
I'm glad to be eating lunch with you. The
food is pretty good, Colonel. [Laughter] I al-
ways like a good barbecue. [Laughter]

I also am proud to be with the military
families. You know, our troops are obviously
engaged in a tough struggle, tough fight, a
fight that I think is noble and necessary for
our peace. And so are our families. Our mili-
tary families endure the separations. They
worry about their loved ones. They pray for
safe return. By carrying out these burdens,
our military families are serving the United
States of America, and this country is grateful
to America’s military families.

I appreciate Colonel Millander leading the
437th Airlift Wing here at the Charleston
Airbase. Thank you for the tour. Nice, big
airplanes carrying a lot of cargo. [Laughter]
And it’s good to see the amazing operations
that take place here to keep our troops sup-
plied.

I'm honored here to be with Deb as well.
That's Red’s wife. I call him Red; you call
him Colonel. [Laughter] He did a smart
thing; he married a woman from Texas. So
did I. [Laughter] And Laura sends her very
best to you all. I'm proud to be here with
Mark Bauknight—Colonel Bauknight, acting
commander of the 315th Airlift Wing, and
his wife, Leslie.
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I am traveling today with one of the true
stalwarts of freedom, a man who understands
the stakes of the war we’re in, and a man
who strongly supports the military in accom-
plishing the mission that we’ve sent you to
do, and that’s Senator Lindsey Graham of
South Carolina. This base is represented by
Congressman Henry Brown of South Caro-
lina. He understands what I understand;
when we have somebody in harm’s way, that
person deserves the full support of the Con-
gress and the President. And you'll have the
full support of the President of the United
States during this war against these radicals
and extremists.

I appreciate the Lieutenant Governor of
this State, Andre Bauer. Thanks for coming,
Governor. I'm proud to be here with the
speaker of the house of representatives for
South Carolina, State Representative Bobby
Harrell. Mr. Speaker, thanks for coming.

We've got some mayors with us, and I ap-
preciate the mayors being here today: Mayor
Riley, Mayor Hallman, Mayor Summey. I'm
honored that you all would take time out of
your busy schedule to come by and pay trib-
ute to these men and women who serve our
Nation so ably.

I'm proud to be with Chairman Tim Scott
of the Charleston County Council. I'm proud
to be with other State and local officials. And
I'm really glad to be with you all. Thank you
for your courage.

Since the attacks of September the 11th,
2001, the airmen of Team Charleston have
deployed across the globe in support in the
war on terror. During the liberation of Af-
ghanistan, aircrews from Team Charleston
flew hundreds of sorties to transport troops
and deliver supplies and help the liberation
of 25 million people.

Team Charleston is playing a crucial role
in Iraq. Every day, C-17s lift off from
Charleston carrying tons of vital supplies for
our troops on the frontlines. Your efforts are
saving lives, and you're bringing security to
this country. Every member of Team
Charleston can take pride in a great record
of accomplishment. And America is grateful
for your courage in the cause of freedom.
And your courage is needed.

Nearly 6 years after the 9/11 attacks,
America remains a nation at war. The ter-
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rorist network that attacked us that day is
determined to strike our country again, and
we must do everything in our power to stop
them. A key lesson of September the 11th
is that the best way to protect America is
to go on the offense, to fight the terrorists
overseas so we don’t have to face them here
at home. And that is exactly what our men
and women in uniform are doing across the
world.

The key theater in this global war is Iraq.
Our troops are serving bravely in that coun-
try. They're opposing ruthless enemies, and
no enemy is more ruthless in Iraq than Al
Qaida. They send suicide bombers into
crowded markets; they behead innocent cap-
tives; and they murder American troops.
They want to bring down Iraq’s democracy
so they can use that nation as a terrorist safe
haven for attacks against our country. So our
troops are standing strong with nearly 12 mil-
lion Iragis who voted for a future of peace,
and they do so for the security of Iraq and
the safety of American citizens.

There’s a debate in Washington about
Iraq, and nothing wrong with a healthy de-
bate. There’s also a debate about Al Qaida’s
role in Iraq. Some say that Iraq is not part
of the broader war on terror. They complain
when I say that the Al Qaida terrorists we
face in Iraq are part of the same enemy that
attacked us on September the 11th, 2001.
They claim that the organization called Al
Qaida in Iraq is an Iraqi phenomenon, that
it’s independent of Usama bin Laden, and
that it’s not interested in attacking America.

That would be news to Usama bin Laden.
He’s proclaimed that the “third world war
is raging in Iraq.” Usama bin Laden says,
“The war is for you or for us to win. If we
win it, it means your defeat and disgrace for-
ever.” 1 say that there will be a big defeat
in Iraq, and it will be the defeat of Al Qaida.

Today I will consider the arguments of
those who say that Al Qaida and Al Qaida
in Iraq are separate entities. I will explain
why they are both part of the same terrorist
network and why they are dangerous to our
country. I'd like to start with some basic facts.
Al Qaida in Iraq was founded by a Jordanian
terrorist, not an Iraqi. His name was Abu
Musab Al Zarqawi. Before 9/11, he ran a ter-
rorist camp in Afghanistan. He was not yet
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a member of Al Qaida, but our intelligence
community reports that he had longstanding
relations with senior Al Qaida leaders, that
he had met with Usama bin Laden and his
chief deputy, Zawahiri.

In 2001, coalition forces destroyed
Zarqawi’s Afghan training camp, and he fled
the country, and he went to Iraq, where he
set up operations with terrorist associates
long before the arrival of coalition forces. In
the violence and instability following
Saddam’s fall, Zarqawi was able to expand
dramatically the size, scope, and lethality of
his operation. In 2004, Zarqawi and his ter-
rorist group formally joined Al Qaida,
pledged allegiance to Usama bin Laden, and
he promised to “follow his orders in jihad.”

Soon after, bin Laden publicly declared
that Zarqawi was the “Prince of Al Qaida in
Iraq,” and he instructed terrorists in Iraq to
“listen to him and obey him.” It’s hard to
argue that Al Qaida in Iraq is separate from
bin Laden’s Al Qaida when the leader of Al
Qaida in Iraq took an oath of allegiance to
Usama bin Laden.

According to our intelligence community,
the Zarqawi-bin Laden merger gave Al Qaida
in Iraq, quote, “prestige among potential re-
cruits and financiers.” The merger also gave
Al Qaida’s senior leadership, quote, “a foot-
hold in Iraq to extend its geographic pres-
ence to plot external operations and to tout
the centrality of the jihad in Iraq to solicit
direct monetary support elsewhere.” The
merger between Al Qaida and its Iraqi affil-
iate is an alliance of killers, and that is why
the finest military in the world is on their
trail.

Zarqawi was killed by U.S. forces in June
2006. He was replaced by another foreigner,
an Egyptian named Abu Ayyub al-Masri. His
ties to the Al Qaida senior leadership are
deep and longstanding. He has collaborated
with Zawahiri for more than two decades.
And before 9/11, he spent time with Al Qaida
in Afghanistan, where he taught classes in-
doctrinating others in Al Qaida’s radical ide-
ology.

After Abu Ayyub took over Al Qaida’s Iraqi
operations last year, Usama bin Laden sent
a terrorist leader named Abd al-Hadi al-Iragi
to help him. According to our intelligence
community, this man was a senior adviser to
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bin Laden who served as his top commander
in Afghanistan. Abd al-Hadi never made it
to Iraq. He was captured and was recently
transferred to the U.S. Naval Base at Guanta-
namo Bay. The fact that Usama bin Laden
risked sending one of his most valued com-
manders to Iraq shows the importance he
places on success of Al Qaida’s Iragi oper-
ations.

According to our intelligence community,
many of Al Qaida in Iraq’s other senior lead-
ers are also foreign terrorists. They include
a Syrian who is Al Qaida in Iraq’s emir in
Baghdad, a Saudi who is Al Qaida in Iraq’s
top spiritual and legal advisor, an Egyptian
who fought in Afghanistan in the 1990s and
who has met with Usama bin Laden, a Tuni-
sian who we believe plays a key role in man-
aging foreign fighters. Last month in Iraq,
we killed a senior Al Qaida facilitator named
Mehmet Yilmaz, a Turkish national who
fought with Al Qaida in Afghanistan and met
the September the 11th mastermind, Khalid
Sheikh Mohammed, and other Al Qaida lead-
ers.

A few weeks ago, we captured a senior Al
Qaida in Iraq leader named Mashadani.
Now, this terrorist is an Iraqi. In fact, he was
the highest ranking Iraqi in the organization.
Here’s what he said; here’s what he told us:
The foreign leaders of Al Qaida in Iraq went
to extraordinary lengths to promote the fic-
tion that Al Qaida in Iraq is an Iraqi-led oper-
ation. He says, Al Qaida even created a fig-
urehead whom they named Umar al-
Baghdadi. The purpose was to make Iraqi
fighters believe they were following the or-
ders of an Iraqi instead of a foreigner. Yet
once in custody, Mashadani revealed that al-
Baghdadi is only an actor. He confirmed our
intelligence that foreigners are the top eche-
lons of Al Qaida in Irag—they are the lead-
ers—and that foreign leaders make most of
the operational decisions, not Iraqis.

Foreign terrorists also account for most of
the suicide bombings in Iraq. Our military
estimates that between 80 and 90 percent
of suicide attacks in Iraq are carried out by
foreign-born Al Qaida terrorists. It’s true that
today, most of Al Qaida in Iraq’s rank-and-
file fighters and some of its leadership are
Iraqi. But to focus exclusively on this single
fact is to ignore the larger truth: Al Qaida
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in Iraq is a group founded by foreign terror-
ists, led largely by foreign terrorists, and loyal
to a foreign terrorist leader, Usama bin
Laden. They know theyre Al Qaida. The
Iraqi people know they are Al Qaida. People
across the Muslim world know they are Al
Qaida. And there’s a good reason they are
called Al Qaida in Iragq. They are Al
Qaida . . . in . . . Iraq.

Some also assert that Al Qaida in Iraq is
a separate organization because Al Qaida’s
central command lacks full operational con-
trol over it. This argument reveals a lack of
understanding. Here is how Al Qaida’s global
terrorist network actually operates. Al Qaida
and its affiliate organizations are a loose net-
work of terrorist groups that are united by
a common ideology and shared objectives
and have differing levels of collaboration with
Al Qaida senior leadership. In some cases,
these groups have formally merged into Al
Qaida and take what’s called a bayat, a
pledge of loyalty to Usama bin Laden. In
other cases, organizations are not formally
merged with Al Qaida, but collaborate closely
with Al Qaida leaders to plot attacks and ad-
vance their shared ideology. In still other
cases, there are small cells of terrorists that
are not part of Al Qaida or any other broader
terrorist group, but maintain contact with Al
Qaida leaders and are inspired by its ideology
to conduct attacks.

Our intelligence community assesses that
Al Qaida in Iraq falls into the first of these
categories. They are a full member of the
Al Qaida terrorist network. The Al Qaida
leadership provides strategic guidance to
their Iragi operatives. Even so, there have
been disagreements, important disagree-
ments between the leaders, Usama bin
Laden, and the Iraqgi counterparts, including
Zawahiri’s criticism of Zarqawi’s relentless at-
tacks on the Shia. But our intelligence com-
munity reports that Al Qaida’s senior leaders
generally defer to their Iragi-based com-
manders when it comes to internal oper-
ations because distance and security con-
cerns preclude day-to-day command author-
ity.
yOur intelligence community concludes
that, quote, “Al Qaida and its regional node
in Iraq are united in their overarching strat-
egy.” And they say that Al Qaida senior lead-
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ers and their operatives in Iraq, quote, “see
Al Qaida in Iraq as part of Al Qaida’s decen-
tralized chain of command, not as a separate
group.”

Here’s the bottom line: Al Qaida in Iraq
is run by foreign leaders loyal to Usama bin
Laden. And like bin Laden, they are cold-
blooded killers who murder the innocent to
achieve Al Qaida’s political objectives. Yet
despite all the evidence, some will tell you
that Al Qaida in Iraq is not really Al Qaida
and not really a threat to America. Well,
that’s like watching a man walk into a bank
with a mask and a gun, and saying he’s prob-
ably just there to cash a check.

You might wonder why some in Wash-
ington insist on making this distinction about
the enemy in Iraq. It's because they know
that if they can convince America we're not
fighting bin Laden’s Al Qaida there, they can
paint the battle in Iraq as a distraction from
the real war on terror. If we're not fighting
bin Laden’s Al Qaida, they can argue that
our Nation can pull out of Iraq and not un-
dermine our efforts in the war on terror. The
problem they have is with the facts. We are
fighting bin Laden’s Al Qaida in Iraq; Iraq
is central to the war on terror; and against
this enemy, America can accept nothing less
than complete victory.

There are others who accept that Al Qaida
is operating in Iraq but say its role is over-
stated. Al Qaida is one of the several Sunni
jihadist groups in Iraq. But our intelligence
community believes that Al Qaida is the most
dangerous of these Sunni jihadist groups for
several reasons. First, more than any other
group, Al Qaida is behind most of the spec-
tacular, high-casualty attacks that you see on
your TV screens.

Second, these Al Qaida attacks are de-
signed to accelerate sectarian violence by at-
tacking Shi’a in hopes of sparking reprisal at-
tacks that inspire Sunnis to join Al Qaida’s
cause.

Third, Al Qaida is the only jihadist group
in Iraq with stated ambitions to make the
country a base for attacks outside Iraq. For
example, Al Qaida in Iraq dispatched terror-
ists who bombed a wedding reception in Jor-
dan. In another case, they sent operatives to
Jordan, where they attempted to launch a
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rocket attack on U.S. Navy ships in the Red
Sea.

And most important for the people who
wonder if the fight in Iraq is worth it, Al
Qaida in Iraq shares Usama bin Laden’s goal
of making Iraq a base for its radical Islamic
empire and using it as a safe haven for attacks
on America. That is why our intelligence
community reports, and I quote, “compared
with other leading Sunni jihadist groups, Al
Qaida in Iraq stands out for its extremism,
unmatched operational strength, foreign
leadership, and determination to take the
jihad beyond Iraq’s borders.”

Our top commander in Irag, General
David Petraeus, has said that Al Qaida is
“public enemy number one” in Iraq. Fellow
citizens, these people have sworn allegiance
to the man who ordered the death of nearly
3,000 people on our soil. Al Qaida is public
enemy number one for the Iraqi people; Al
Qaida is public enemy number one for the
American people. And that is why, for the
security of our country, we will stay on the
hunt, we’ll deny them safe haven, and we
will defeat them where they have made their
stand.

Some note that Al Qaida in Iraq did not
exist until the U.S. invasion and argue that
it is a problem of our own making. The argu-
ment follows the flawed logic that terrorism
is caused by American actions. Iraq is not
the reason that the terrorists are at war with
us. We were not in Iraq when the terrorists
bombed the World Trade Center in 1993.
We were not in Iraq when they attacked our
Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. We were
not in Iraq when they attacked the USS Cole
in 2000. And we were not in Iraq on Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001.

Our action to remove Saddam Hussein did
not start the terrorist violence, and America
withdrawal from Iraq would not end it. The
Al Qaida terrorists now blowing themselves
up in Iraq are dedicated extremists who have
made killing the innocent the calling of their
lives. They are part of a network that has
murdered men, women, and children in Lon-
don and Madrid, slaughtered fellow Muslims
in Istanbul and Casablanca, Riyadh, Jakarta,
and elsewhere around the world. If we were
not fighting these Al Qaida extremists and
terrorists in Iraq, they would not be leading
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productive lives of service and charity. Most
would be trying to kill Americans and other
civilians elsewhere—in Afghanistan or other
foreign capitals or on the streets of our own
cities.

Al Qaida is in Iraq, and they’re there for
a reason. And surrendering the future of Iraq
to Al Qaida would be a disaster for our coun-
try. We know their intentions. Hear the
words of Al Qaida’s top commander in Iraq
when he issued an audio statement in which
he said he will not rest until he has attacked
our Nation’s Capital. If we were to cede Iraq
to men like this, we would leave them free
to operate from a safe haven which they
could use to launch new attacks on our coun-
try. And Al Qaida would gain prestige
amongst the extremists across the Muslim
world as the terrorist network that faced
down America and forced us into retreat.

If we were to allow this to happen, sec-
tarian violence in Iraq could increase dra-
matically, raising the prospect of mass casual-
ties. Fighting could engulf the entire region
in chaos, and we would soon face a Middle
East dominated by Islamic extremists who
would pursue nuclear weapons and use their
control of oil for economic blackmail or to
fund new attacks on our Nation.

We've already seen how Al Qaida used a
failed state thousands of miles from our
shores to bring death and destruction to the
streets of our cities, and we must not allow
them to do so again. So however difficult the
fight is in Iraq, we must win it. And we can
win it.

Less than a year ago, Anbar Province was
Al Qaida’s base in Iraq and was written off
by many as lost. Since then, U.S. and Iraqi
forces have teamed with Sunni sheiks who
have turned against Al Qaida. Hundreds have
been killed or captured. Terrorists have been
driven from most of the population centers.
Our troops are now working to replicate the
success in Anbar in other parts of the coun-
try. Our brave men and women are taking
risks, and they’re showing courage, and we're
making progress. For the security of our citi-
zens and the peace of the world, we must
give General Petraeus and his troops the
time and the resources they need, so they
can defeat Al Qaida in Iraq.
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Thanks for letting me come by today. I've
explained the connection between Al Qaida
and its Iraqi affiliate. I presented intelligence
that clearly establishes this connection. The
facts are that Al Qaida terrorists killed Ameri-
cans on 9/11; they're fighting us in Iraq and
across the world; and they are plotting to kill
Americans here at home again. Those who
justify withdrawing our troops from Iraq by
denying the threat of Al Qaida in Iraq and
its ties to Usama bin Laden ignore the clear
consequences of such a retreat. If we were
to follow their advice, it would be dangerous
for the world and disastrous for America. We
will defeat Al Qaida in Iraq.

In this effort, we’re counting on the brave
men and women represented in this room.
Every man and woman who serves at this
base and around the world is playing a vital
role in this war on terror. With your selfless
spirit and devotion to duty, we will confront
this mortal threat to our country, and we’re
going to prevail.

I have confidence in our country, and I
have faith in our cause because I know the
character of the men and women gathered
before me. I thank you for your patriotism.
I thank you for your courage. You're living
up to the motto, “one family, one mission,
one fight.” Thank you for all you do. God
bless your families. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:50 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Mayor Joseph P. Riley
of Charleston, SC; Mayor Harry M. Hallman, Jr.,
of Mount Pleasant, SC; Mayor R. Keith Summey
of North Charleston, SC; and Gen. David H.
Petraeus, USA, commanding general, Multi-Na-
tional Force—Iraq.

Proclamation 8163—Anniversary of
the Americans With Disabilities Act,
2007

July 24, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On the anniversary of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), we celebrate our
progress towards an America where individ-
uals with disabilities are recognized for their
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talents and contributions to our society. We
also underscore our commitment to extend
the full liberties and freedoms of our great
country to all Americans.

Seventeen years ago, President George H.
W. Bush signed the ADA into law. This legis-
lation became one of the most successful and
compassionate reforms in our Nation’s his-
tory, helping to ensure that individuals with
disabilities are better able to develop mean-
ingful skills, engage in productive work, and
participate fully in the life of our Nation.

My Administration continues our work to
build on this landmark legislation. In 2001,
I announced the New Freedom Initiative to
promote the full participation of people with
disabilities in all areas of society by improving
educational and employment opportunities,
increasing access to assistive technologies, ex-
panding transportation options, and pro-
moting homeownership and integration into
daily community life. The New Freedom Ini-
tiative and the ADA provide children with
disabilities the tools they need to succeed in
schools and communities. Working men and
women living with disabilities contribute to
our strong economy, and the “Ticket to
Work” program and services at One-Stop Ca-
reer Centers help expand employment op-
portunities. The DisabilityInfo.gov website
connects individuals with disabilities and
their families to vital information that helps
more Americans share in the promises of our
Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim July 26, 2007, as
a day in celebration of the 17th Anniversary
of the Americans with Disabilities Act. I call
on all Americans to celebrate the vital con-
tributions of individuals with disabilities as
we work towards fulfilling the promise of the
ADA to give all our citizens the opportunity
to live with dignity, work productively, and
achieve their dreams.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of July, in
the year of our Lord two thousand seven,
and of the Independence of the United
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States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:33 a.m., July 26, 2007]

NotE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 27.

Remarks Following a Briefing by the
President’s Commission on Care for
America’s Returning Wounded
Warriors

July 25, 2007

I want to thank Secretary Shalala and Sen-
ator Dole for briefing myself and the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, Secretary of De-
fense on the general recommendations
they’ll be making to the country about how
to make sure that our wounded heroes get
the best possible care from the Defense De-
partment and the Veterans Affairs Depart-
ment.

I asked these two distinguished citizens to
lead an extensive search about how best for
this Government to respond. We owe a
wounded soldier the very best care and the
very best benefits and the very easiest to un-
derstand system. And so they took a very in-
teresting approach. And that they took the
perspective from the patient, as the patient
had to work his way through the hospitals
and bureaucracies. And they've come up with
some very interesting and important sugges-
tions that they’ll be voting on later and then
will be holding a press conference about
afterwards.

The reason I've asked you to come in is,
I do want to thank you on behalf of the Na-
tion for doing what’s right.

I also want to recognize Bob Woodruff
here. He is a—he himself was wounded, se-
verely wounded and went through the sys-
tem, to a certain extent. And we welcome
you back, and we’re glad you're with us. And
we would hope that any wounded soldier, any
person in uniform would receive the kind of
care and the ability to return to work, just
like you have done. And so we're glad you're
with us, Bob. Congratulations on the will to
recover.

July 24 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2007

That will exists with our troops as well. It’s
amazing how courageous our men and
women in uniform are, and they deserve the
best. And that’s the spirit in which you ana-
lyzed the system. And we welcome your rec-
ommendations, and we thank you for your
service.

Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:34 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to former Secretary of Health and
Human Services Donna E. Shalala and former
Senator Bob Dole, Cochairs, President’s Commis-
sion on Care for America’s Returning Wounded
Warriors; Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates;
and ABC News reporter Bob Woodruff, who was
injured in Iraq on January 29, 2006. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Remarks on a Report by the
President’s Commission on Care for
America’s Returning Wounded
Warriors and an Exchange With
Reporters

July 25, 2007

The President. I've been running with
Max and Allen—I mean, Neil. I met these
guys at Walter Reed. Neil lost both legs, and
he told me he’s going to run with me on
the South Lawn of the White House. Max
lost his leg, and he told me he was going
to be jumping out of airplanes with the 101st
Airborne. Sure enough, he’s jumping out of
airplanes with the 101st Airborne, and along
with Neil, he’s running on the South Lawn.

This is a—running with these two men is
incredibly inspirational to me. And it should
be inspirational to anybody who has been
dealt a tough hand. Sometimes in life you
get dealt a hand that you didn’t expect to
play. And they got dealt a tough hand, and
theyre playing it with all their soul. And I
appreciate you guys being here. It means a
lot to me.

Today Senator Dole and Secretary Shalala
delivered a report to the White House. I told
the press corps that they were going to go
out and hold a press conference. Theyve
held their press conference. I'd like to make
some comments on that report.
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First of all, the spirit of that report is, any
time we have somebody hurt, they deserve
the best possible care, and their family needs
strong support. We've provided that in many
cases, but to the extent we haven’t, we're
going to adjust. In that recommendation,
there are things the United States Congress
should do, and I call upon them to do it.

In that report, there are a lot of things
that the executive branch of Government can
do, the Veterans Administration and the De-
partment of Defense. And I've instructed
Secretary Gates and Secretary Nicholson to
look at every one of these recommendations
and to take them seriously and to implement
them, so that we can say with certainty that
any soldier who has been hurt will get the
best possible care and treatment that this
Government can offer.

I'm working with two men who have been
hurt, two men who refuse to allow their cur-
rent circumstances to get them down or to
keep them down. I am proud to be with you
guys. Neil, thank you.

Sergeant Neil Duncan. Thank you, Mr.
President.

The President. God bless you, Max.

Specialist Max Ramsey. Thank you, Mr.
President.

The President. He wanted me to jump
out of airplanes with him. I respectfully de-
clined.

President’s Run

Q. How does it feel to be with the Com-
mander in Chief running around the track?

Sgt. Duncan. Fantastic. It’s an accom-
plishment. It’s like the pinnacle of recovery,
I think. Being a wounded vet, coming out
of Afghanistan a little over a year and a half
ago, and then being here, running around
this track is just amazing. I couldn’t ask for
anything better.

The President. Don’t ask him why he out-
ran me.

Q. Why did he outrun you?

The President. Because he’s a faster run-
ner. Anyway, thank you guys. It's a proud

moment for me, a proud moment.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 4:25 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Spc. Max Ramsey, USA, who was
injured in Iraq in March 2006; Sgt. Neil Duncan,
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USA (Ret.), who was injured in Afghanistan in
December 2005; former Secretary of Health and
Human Services Donna E. Shalala and former
Senator Bob Dole, Cochairs, President’s Commis-
sion on Care for America’s Returning Wounded
Warriors; and Secretary of Defense Robert M.
Gates.

Remarks to the American Legislative
Exchange Council in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania

July 26, 2007

Thank you very much. Thanks for the
warm welcome. It’s good to be back with my
friends here at ALEC. Kenny, thanks. He
was a silver-tongued devil when he was a
State legislator; he still is as a United States
Congressman. I appreciate Kenny Marchant
coming from Washington with me today. It’s
not all that rough a trip when you're on Air
Force One, Ken, so it's a—J[laughter]. IT'm
glad to get my hot cup of coffee and visit
about the old days of working together in
the State legislator—with the State legisla-
ture and about the challenges we face today.
And I'm going to spend a little time talking
to you all about those challenges. But I ap-
preciate you coming, Ken.

I'm also proud to be with two members
of the Pennsylvania congressional delegation,
the United States Senator, Arlen Specter—
proud you're here, Senator; thanks for com-
ing—Congressman  Jim Gerlach. When
Kenny and I were reminiscing about what
it was like to be in Texas worrying about
schools and budgets and criminal justice, I
think they were somewhat amazed by the sto-
ries we were telling.

Speaking about the Texas legislature, I am
proud to be here with the speaker of the
Texas House, a friend of mine from my old
hometown of Midland, Texas, Tom Craddick.
Proud you're here, Tom—and his wife, Na-
dine, and his daughter, Christi.

Laura was just out in Midland, visiting her
mother. That would be First Lady Laura
Bush, who sends her greetings to you all. You
know, I'm a really lucky guy to have a wife
who is patient enough to put up with me
as President of the United States, is wise
enough to seize the moment, and is compas-
sionate enough to worry about the lives of



1012

our fellow citizens. She’s a fabulous First
Lady, and I—[applause].

The one thing I can assure the Craddicks,
we always remember where we came from.
And part of making good decisions in a com-
plex world and in a complex environment is
to make decisions based upon basic principle,
is to stand for something. I believe in that
old Texas adage, if you don’t stand for some-
thing, you don’t believe in anything. And I
believe in some certain principles that I hold
inviolate, such as, there is an Almighty, and
a great gift of that Almighty to each man,
woman, and child on the face of Earth is
liberty and freedom.

I appreciate Dolores Mertz and all the
leadership of ALEC. I appreciate Jerry Wat-
son, the private sector chairman. Thank you
all. Thank you for serving. Our government
is only as good as the willingness of good
people to serve. And it’s not easy to serve
in public life. Sometimes it can get a little
testy. [Laughter] Sometimes people would
rather throw a punch than put out a hand
of fellowship. But that’s okay. What matters
is, is that our democracy flourish, that people
have an opportunity to exchange ideas, that
there be constructive debate. And that re-
quires good people willing to sacrifice, to
serve. And one of the reasons I wanted to
come back today is to encourage you to con-
tinue serving your States, to continue rep-
resenting the people.

I urge you to not rely upon the latest opin-
ion poll to tell you what to believe. I ask you
to stand strong on your beliefs, and that will
continue to make you a worthy public serv-
ant.

I want to spend a little time talking about
a couple of issues. I'd like to spend time talk-
ing about the budget and the economy, a lit-
tle time talking about how we can educate
our children, how best to educate our chil-
dren. And then I'd like to spend some time
talking about a serious obligation that I have
and the people in Washington have, and that
is to protect the American people from harm.

First, the budget—there’s an interesting
philosophical debate that's now playing out
in the United States Congress, and it really
boils down to how much money we need and
who do we trust to handle the people’s
money. A basic principle from which I have
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operated as Governor and now as President
is this: I think it’s wise for government and
government officials to trust the people to
spend their money. See, I think you can
spend your money, and I think you know how
to save your money better than the Federal
Government knows how to spend your
money.

And that’s what I've acted on. That’s been
the basis of a lot of our fiscal policy in Wash-
ington, DC. I also acted on the belief that
if there is more money circulating in the
economy, if more families have more money
of their own to spend, and if small businesses
have more money in their treasury, it is more
likely that an economy can recover from dif-
ficult times. And we have faced some difficult
times since I've been your President. We had
a recession right after I got in office. We had
a terrorist attack that affected our economy.
We had corporate scandals that sent a chill
throughout the investment community and
caused some citizens to wonder whether or
not their savings were being treated with the
respect that they should be. We had uncer-
tainty.

But I acted. I acted with the—at that time,
a Republican-controlled Congress on the
principle that if we can get more money in
circulation, if we can let the people have
more of their own money to save, invest, and
spend, we would overcome these difficulties.
And it worked. We cut the taxes on every-
body who pays taxes in the United States of
America.

On average, our taxpayers this year will
save—this is on average, now—amongst all
the taxpayers, theyll save about $2,200 on
their taxes. Now, Washington, we spend—
we throw out a lot of big numbers. In the
statehouse you talk millions; Washington, we
talk trillions. But 2,200—it may not sound
like a lot when we're talking big numbers
in Washington, but you ask the family that’s
trying to save for a child’s education whether
$2,200 means a lot, and they’ll tell you, it
sure does. You talk about the working family
that’s struggling to get ahead, that $2,200
means a lot. You talk about the farmer out
there who’s worried about making crop, that
$2,200 means a lot. It may sound small to
the opiners in Washington, but you ask the
average American family, would they rather
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have the $2,200 to spend on their own or
would they rather send it to Washington,
DC, theyll say, “Let me have my money;
I can do a good job with it.”

Since August of 2003, when these tax cuts
took full effect, we've increased new jobs by
8.2 million. In other words, people are work-
ing. Unemployment rates and—are pretty
low around the United States of America.
Real wages are going up; inflation is relatively
stable. In other words, this economy is
strong. And I would argue with the doubters
and the skeptics that one of the reason is
because of the tax cuts we passed. And the
fundamental question facing this Congress is,
will they be wise enough to keep taxes low?

Now, let me talk about the deficit and the
budget. You know, there’s an argument in
Washington that says, well, we've got to raise
the taxes in order to balance the budget.
Well, you all know how government tends
to work. Generally, when you raise the taxes,
those monies don’t go to balance the budget;
they tend to go to new programs. They tend
to expand the size and scope of government.

We have a different strategy in Wash-
ington, and that is, rather than raise taxes
to balance the budget, we believe you ought
to keep taxes low to balance the budget. And
here’s why. Low taxes have yielded a strong
economy; a strong economy produces more
tax revenues. As a matter of fact, tax revenue
increase this year are—the Federal tax reve-
nues this year are expected to rise $167 bil-
lion higher than last year. In other words,
we kept the taxes low; the economy was
strong; and we're receiving about $167 billion
more tax revenues.

Then all of a sudden, you begin to get a
sense of our strategy on how to handle the
deficit: Keep the economy growing by keep-
ing taxes low, which is yielding more tax reve-
nues. But we've got to be wise on how we
spend the money. We've held the growth of
domestic discretionary spending below the
rate of inflation for the past 3 years, which
has enabled us to report to the country that
the deficit is down to $205 billion. That is
1.5 percent of GDP; that is lower than the
national average over the last 10 years.

And then we submitted another budget
that showed you can keep taxes low,
prioritize Federal spending, and be getting
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surplus by $33 billion by 2012. The best way
to balance this budget is to keep the economy
strong by letting you keep your money and
being wise about how we spend your money
in Washington, DC.

As you know, we've had a change of lead-
ership in Washington, DC. That was not my
first choice. [Laughter] But nevertheless, it
is a situation that we’re dealing with. And
I would remind those who are now running
the Congress that they have a responsibility
when it comes to leadership. They have pro-
posed a budget—and I told you there’s a de-
bate raging in Washington, and I'd like to
share with you why I said that. Earlier this
year, the Democrats passed a resolution call-
ing for $205 billion in additional domestic
spending over the next 5 years. That’s what
their budget resolution said. I just told you
what our budget proposal was, and there’s
a different approach. There’s a different feel-
ing in Washington among some—good peo-
ple, fine people, they just have a different
philosophy than I do, and they proposed 205
billion additional dollars in spending over a
5-year period.

The problem is, is that spending promises
out of the Nation’s Capital have a way of
shrinking American wallets in the heartland
because you've got to figure out how to pay
for that spending increase. And so it’s no sur-
prise that their budget framework includes
the largest tax increase in American history.
In order to pay for the promises they have
made, their budget framework includes the
largest tax increase—not the second largest
or close to the largest—the largest tax in-
crease in American history.

Here’s what that would mean. It means
if you have a child, your taxes would go up
by $500 per child. Remember, we cut the—
we increased the child tax credit from 500
to 1,000. Their plan would reduce it to 500.
I don’t agree with that approach. I think it’s
important to help people with children by
keeping taxes low. If you're a family making
$60,000 a year and you have two children,
your taxes would go up by more than $1,800.
Under their plan that would increase Federal
spending by over $200 billion, the average
American family making—of four making
$60,000 would see their bill go up by $1,800.
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Twenty-six million small-business owners
would see their taxes increase by an average
of $4,000. You see, one of the reasons why
I thought it was important to cut taxes was
to stimulate the small-business sector of our
economy. Now, most small businesses pay tax
at the—or many small businesses pay tax at
the individual income tax rate. You talk to
your average small-business owner in your
State, many of them will be subchapter S cor-
porations or limited liability partnerships. In
other words, they pay tax at the individual
income tax rate, so when you heard me talk-
ing about reducing individual income taxes,
you're really stimulating the small-business
sector.

And that’s important because about 70
percent of new jobs in America are created
by small-business owners. When the small-
business sector is strong, America is strong.
And cutting taxes on small businesses was
good policy. And the Democrats, under their
budget resolution, would raise small-business
taxes by about $4,000, on average, for 26 mil-
lion small businesses. And more than 5 mil-
lion low-income Americans who now pay no
income taxes because of our relief would
once again pay.

What I'm telling you is, is that there’s a
philosophical debate in Washington, and the
bunch now running Congress want to return
to the tax-and-spend policies of the past that
did not work then and will not work in the
future. And that’s why I plan on using my
veto to keep your taxes low.

Not only has the leadership proposed their
idea on the budget; they have a responsibility
to set an agenda that will get the spending
bills to my desk, one at a time, in a reasonable
time frame. In other words, they're now in
charge, and it’s important that they exercise
their responsibility. That’s what the Amer-
ican people expect.

And part of that responsibility is to get the
12 basic spending bills that are needed to
keep the Federal Government running to my
desk in a timely fashion. Unfortunately,
they've been dragging their feet on these
bills. They're now getting ready to leave for
their August recess without having passed a
single spending bill. Look, the legislative
process is complicated, no doubt. But in a
time of war, one spending bill should take
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precedence over all the rest. And so at the
very least, Members of Congress ought to
finish the spending bill for the Department
of Defense before they go on recess, so I
can sign it into law.

We got troops in harm’s way. They need
to exercise their responsibility and get this
defense bill passed. There’s time to do it. T'll
hang around if they want me to—[laugh-
ter]—to get the bill passed. And when Mem-
bers come back in September, they need to
pass the rest of the basic spending bills to
keep the Federal Government running.

Now, I believe these bills need to be
passed one at a time because the alternative
is to pass a massive spending bill that no one
can read and into which anyone can hide
wasteful spending. They need to get the work
done before the fiscal year ends on Sep-
tember the 30th. If they’re responsible lead-
ers, that’s what they will do.

The other thing we need to do is confront
this business about earmarks. You know, ear-
marks are these special spending projects
that get stuck in these bills, that really never
see the light of day. Somebody has got a good
idea about how to spend your money, and
they just put it in the bill. This year, T pro-
posed reforms that would make the earmark
process more transparent, that would end the
practice of concealing earmarks in so-called
report language, that would eliminate waste-
ful earmarks and cut the overall number by
at least half.

There’s been some agreement on this issue
in Washington. Democrats and Republicans
have taken a good step by agreeing to list
all earmarks before the bills are passed. You
see, we want the public to see them. I believe
in accountability when it comes to spending
your money. We want there to be trans-
parency. We want there to be a chance for
lawmakers to strike them out if they think
that they’re frivolous and don’t meet national
concerns. Congress needs to uphold its com-
mitments, and the Senate needs to make
transparency a part of its formal rules.

And then there’s the issue of entitle-
ments—in other words, I'm going through
the list of the items that will make this budget
process not only better and more trans-
parent. But I want Congress to understand
that I'm going to continue talking about big
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issues because I firmly believe that we, those
of us in public office, have a responsibility
to confront serious problems now and not
pass them on to future Congresses or future
generations. And such a serious problem is
in our entitlement programs, Social Security
and Medicare and Medicaid.

The programs are growing faster than our
economy, faster than inflation and, therefore,
faster than our ability to pay. Old guys like
me will be taken care of in the system. I'm
worried about younger people paying into a
system that won’t be around for them. And
we can solve these problems. It takes political
will and political courage. And I've called on
Congress to work with my administration to
deal with these significant problems now, so
our children know they’ll be paying in a sys-
tem that is not bankrupt.

Oh, there’s a lot of issues we'll be working
on over the next months. We'll be working
hard to make sure that our economy con-
tinues to run with good energy policy. I firm-
ly believe that we can use technologies to
help change our—how we use energy. I think
it’'s in the national interest to become less
dependent on foreign sources of oil. I know
it’s in our national—our economic interest
to become less dependent on foreign sources
of oil. After all, when demand for crude oil
goes up in other parts of the world, it causes
the basic price of oil to go up if cor-
responding supply is not found, which causes
the price of gasoline to go up.

We're on the verge of some unbelievable
technologies in this country. And I believe
that you'll be driving to work over the next
couple of years in a automobile that’s pow-
ered by electricity, and it won’t have to look
like a golf cart. In other words, Tommy, we’ll
be driving pickup trucks that may not be run-
ning on gasoline. I know they're going to be
running on ethanol, which, by the way, I like
the idea of our farmers growing energy that
help us become less dependent on foreign
sources of oil.

What I'm telling you is, I'm optimistic
about our future when it comes to energy
diversification, which, by the way, will enable
us to be better stewards of the environment.
Some optimistic things that are coming, and
we're spending a fair amount of taxpayers’
money to be a part of these new technologies,
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whether they be safe nuclear power or clean
coal technologies or the ability to explore for
oil and gas in offshore regions that, here-
tofore, were unimaginable for people to find
energy. I mean, we've got a comprehensive
plan that says, technology and free enterprise
can help us achieve energy independence.
That’s what we want.

Another way to make sure this economy
grows is to be smart about our education sys-
tem. The No Child Left Behind Act is an
important piece of legislation. I'm a big be-
liever in it, and T'll tell you why. First of all,
as the speaker will tell you, I'm a strong advo-
cate for local control of schools. I don’t be-
lieve Washington ought to be telling local dis-
tricts how to run their school system. I do
not believe that.

But I do believe this: I believe that when
you spend money, you ought to insist upon
results. That’s what I believe. I believe that
every child can learn, and I believe that we
ought to expect every school to teach. And
when we spend money, I think it makes sense
to ask simple questions. Can the child you're
educating read, write, add, and subtract? I
don’t think it’s too much to ask. As a matter
of fact, I think it’s good for society that we
do ask. It’s what I call challenging the soft
bigotry of low expectations. If you have low
expectations, youre going to get lousy re-
sults. If you have high expectations for every
child, you're not afraid to measure.

No Child Left Behind says, we're going
to spend Federal money, and we want you
to develop an accountability system that will
show the parents and taxpayers that the
schools are meeting high standards. That’s
what it says, and it’s working.

You know, one of the real problems we
have in America is an achievement gap. I
guess that’s a fancy word for saying that, gen-
erally, Anglo kids are doing better in the ba-
sics than African American or Latino kids.
And that’s not good for this country, and it’s
not right. And it seems like to me, we’ve got
to focus our efforts and energies on solving
that problem if we want this country to be
a hopeful country with a strong economy.

See, the economy is going to demand
brainpower as we head into the 21st century,
and therefore, now is the time to make sure
our fourth graders can read, write, and add
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and subtract and our eighth graders are more
proficient in math and when you graduate
from high school, your diploma means some-
thing. And the best place to start is to meas-
ure. And when you see a problem, fix it, be-
fore it’s too late. When you find an inner-
city kid that may not have the right cur-
riculum to get he or she up to the grade level
at the fourth grade, let’s solve it now; let’s
not wait. No Child Left Behind is working,
and it needs to be reauthorized by the United
States Congress.

Finally, I want to spend some time talking
about securing this country. September the
11th changed my way of thinking, and it
should change the way our country views the
world as well. We were attacked by a group
of ruthless killers who have an ideology. In
other words, they believe something. These
people are—it’s hard for you and your con-
stituents to imagine a frame of mind that
says, “T'm going to kill innocent men, women,
and children to achieve a political objective.”
But that’s the nature of this enemy. That’s
exactly what they’re like.

They preyed upon hopelessness to con-
vince 19 kids to get on airplanes to come
and kill nearly 3,000 of our people. And when
that happened, I vowed that I would do ev-
erything in my power to protect the Amer-
ican people. And we've got a strategy to do
that. On the one hand, we have altered how
we view protecting the homeland. We've cre-
ated a whole Department of Government
that brought disparate parts of our Govern-
ment together, with the main aim of pro-
tecting the people.

But protection requires more than just
making sure we know who is coming in and
out of the country and who is leaving and
screening cargo and making people take off
their shoes at airports. It requires more than
that. I believe it requires a relentless search,
relentless pressure on an enemy that wants
to do us harm again. I would rather defeat
them over there than face them here. And
that’s why—I[applause].

I say that because you can’t negotiate with
these people. You cannot hope for the best,
that, oh, maybe if we don’t pressure them,
then theyll just retreat. These are deter-
mined adversaries that have stated their am-
bitions. They would like to see their point
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of view spread as far and wide as possible.
That’s when I talk about a caliphate that
stretches from Spain to Indonesia, that
means that they want to impose their ide-
ology on people.

And what would that mean? Well, T just
want you to remember—think back what it—
think what it would be like to be a young
girl growing up in Afghanistan, when they
were able to find their safe haven and impose
their vision across that country. I mean, you
couldn’t be educated; you were forced to be
a second-class citizen. If you stepped out of
line, you were whipped. These people are—
they're smart; they're tough. And we need
to be tougher every single day. The best way
to protect you is to keep them on the run,
is to keep the pressure on them. And that
is exactly what the United States of America
is doing and will continue to do, so long as
I'm the President of the United States.

But that’s not enough to defeat them. I
have told the American people, we're in an
ideological struggle, and the best way to de-
feat their ideology of darkness in the long
term is with an ideology of hope. The ide-
ology of hope is based upon the universality
of liberty. T told you, I believe in the uni-
versality of liberty. I don’t believe there’s a
debate on that. I believe every man, woman,
and child wants to be free. And I know that
free societies yield the peace we want. And
therefore, the strategy is on—the short-term
strategy of defeating them is to finding them
and bringing them to justice. And the long-
term strategy is to help others realize the
blessings of liberty.

And this is a great challenge for the United
States of America. It’s a different kind of war.
It’s akin to the cold war in some ways, where
we had an ideological struggle. But in this
war, there’s an enemy that uses asymmetrical
warfare, and they’re propagandists. They kill
the innocent to affect the conscience of those
of us who feel like we need to keep pres-
suring them. See, they understand when they
fill our TV screens with death and misery,
it causes a compassionate people to recoil.
They know that we value human life, and
therefore, when they take human life, it af-
fects how the American people feel.

And so I understand the angst amongst the
American people. I know that people are
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weary of war. I fully understand that these
hard images that these killers get on our TV
screens ask people—causes people to ques-
tion whether or not the cause is worth it and
whether or not we can succeed. Well, I be-
lieve the cause is worth it. I wouldnt ask
a mother’s child to go into combat if I didn’t
think it was necessary to protect the Amer-
ican people, to stay on the offense. And I
do believe we can succeed if we don’t lose
our nerve. Because freedom has had the ca-
pacity over time to change enemies to allies
and to lay the foundation of peace for genera-
tions to come.

And right now what you're seeing is this
global war against these extremists and radi-
cals unfolding in two major theaters: Afghani-
stan, where we liberated 25 million people
from the clutches of a barbaric regime that
had provided safe haven for Al Qaida killers
who plotted and planned and then killed
3,000 of our people, and in Iraq.

The Iraq theater has gone through several
stages. The first stage was the removal of
Saddam Hussein. Let me just be as blunt
as I can about that. It was his choice to make
as to whether or not he was able to survive
in power. The free world, through the United
Nations, spoke clearly to Saddam Hussein.
He made the choice. We removed Saddam
Hussein, and the world is better off without
Saddam Hussein in power.

And then the society which had been trau-
matized by his tyranny did something re-
markable, and that is, they went to the polls
in three historic elections and voted for a
modern Constitution and expressed their de-
sire to have Iraqi-style freedom, Iragi-style
democracy. It was an amazing moment. It
seems like several decades ago to some, but
that happened in the end of 2005.

And then this enemy—and the enemy, by
the way, is comprised of people who wish
they were still in power, disgruntled militia
that are trying to make—see if they can’t take
advantage of some chaos. But the enemy that
is causing the biggest spectaculars is Al
Qaida.

Now, there’s a debate in Washington—I
gave a speech about this in South Carolina
the other day—is, well, is the Al Qaida in
Iraq have anything to do with the Al Qaida
that’s hiding out somewhere in the regions
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of Afghanistan and Pakistan? There’s some
actually who say, “Well, theyre different;
they're not to be—we don’t need to worry
about them. All they care about is Iraq.”
Well, I reminded the audience in that speech
that the person who started Al Qaida in Iraq
was not an Iraqi; he was from Jordan. And
after we killed him, the next person was not
from Iraq, that started Al Qaida in Iraq; he
was from Egypt.

And they have sworn allegiance to Usama
bin Laden, and they agree that Iraq is the
central part of this war on terror, with Usama
bin Laden. And they agree with his ambition
to drive us out so they could have a safe
haven from which to plot further attacks. Yes,
Al Qaida in Iraq is dangerous to the United
States of America. They blew up the holy
shrine. They saw the progress being made.
They can’t stand the thought of a free society
that will thwart their ambitions, and they
blew up the shrine.

And why did they do it? They did it be-
cause they saw that progress was being made,
that the Iraqis might be actually able to have
a government of, by, and for the people, and
they wanted to create sectarian violence. And
they were successful. In other words, there
wasn’t enough security at the time—in other
words, enough confidence in the security at
the time amongst the Iragi people to be able
to stop people from fighting each other.

And so I had a decision to make, and I
made the decision—it’s rather than pulling
out and hoping for the best in the capital
of this new democracy, recognizing that in
the long run, a system based upon liberty
will be a major defeat for these radical ex-
tremists, I sent more troops in. Rather than
say, let’s hope for the best, I said, we can
do a better job of providing security to give
this young Government a chance to grow and
thrive and to give the people confidence in
the Constitution that they voted for.

And David Petraeus became a new general
there on the ground—the new general on
the  ground. He’s a  expert in
counterinsurgency. The mission is to help
protect Baghdad and the people inside Bagh-
dad and to keep relentless pressure on those
extremists who are trying to stop the advance
of democracy. And he’s making progress.
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And I believe it’s in the interests of this coun-
try, for our own security, for the United
States Congress to fully support General
Petraeus in his mission and to give him time
to come back and report to the United States
Congress the progress that he’s making.

It's really interesting to watch this
Counterinsurgency strategy work. I mean,
when people on the ground begin to have
confidence, they, all of a sudden, start mak-
ing good decisions for a state that will rep-
resent their interests. There is such thing as
top-down reconciliation. That’s the passage
of law. And the Iraqgi Parliament has passed
quite a few pieces of legislation, and they're
working, trying to work through their dif-
ferences. Sometimes legislative bodies aren’t
real smooth in getting out a piece of legisla-
tion in timely fashion, as some of you might
recognize. But nevertheless, they're working
hard to—learning what it means to have a
Parliament that functions.

But there’s also bottom-up reconciliation.
That’s when people on the ground begin to
see things change and start making decisions
that will lead to peace. See, I believe most
Muslim mothers, for example, want their
child to grow up in peace. I believe there’s
something universal about motherhood. I
don’t think mothers in America think nec-
essarily different from mothers in Iraq. I
think the mother in Iraq says, “Gosh, I hope
for the day when my child can go outside
and play and not fear violence. I want my
child to be educated. I have hopes that my
child can grow up in a peaceful world.” And
when people begin to see that these thugs
that have a dark vision begin to get defeated,
people begin to change attitudes. And that’s
what’s happened in Anbar Province.

Last November, many experts said that
Anbar Province, which Al Qaida in Iraq had
stated as their—that they wanted as a safe
haven—this was going to be where they were
going to launch their caliphate from—they
said, we can’t win there. And all of a sudden,
we put more marines in; the people saw
things change on the ground; local leaders
started turning in Al Qaida—they don’t like
to be—people don’t like to be intimidated
by thugs and murderers. And the whole situ-
ation is changing for the better. Progress is
being made there.
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Now, I know that the car bombs that take
place tend to cloud people’s vision. What I'm
telling you is that we gave David Petraeus
a mission—the troops just fully got there one
month ago—and he’s accomplishing that
mission. And my point to you is, it’s worth
it and necessary because if we were to leave
before the job is done, these radicals like Al
Qaida would become emboldened, there
would be chaos, mass casualties in Iraq. And
that chaos could spill out across the region.
And if that were to happen, there would be
significant  competition among radical
groups, whether they be Sunni or Shi’a, all
aiming to destabilize the region in order to
be able to achieve power. But they would
have one thing in common, and that would
be to inflict harm on the United States of
America.

It’s in our interests that there be a stable
government that is an ally against these ex-
tremists, not only in Iraq but elsewhere. It’s
in our long-term interest for peace and secu-
rity. Failure in Iraq would undermine that
long-term interests. See, unlike some wars,
this enemy wouldn't be content to stay in
Iraq. They would follow us here. They would
use the resources of Iraq to be able to ac-
quire additional weaponry or use economic
blackmail to achieve their objectives. They're
dangerous in Iraq, and theyll be dangerous
here. And that is why we must defeat them
in Iraq. And we can.

I have spent a lot of time sharing this story
with people, so I'm going to share it with
you. If you've heard me tell it, play like you
hadn’t heard it. [Laughter] One of my close
friends in the international arena over the
last 6% years is Prime Minister Koizumi of
Japan. He was such a close friend that Laura
and I took him down to Elvis’s place—
[laughter]—which was really fun. I'm also a
close friend of his successor, Prime Minister
Abe.

The reason I bring this up is that, as you
know—or may not know—my dad, profes-
sionally known as 41, fought the Japanese.
As a young kid, he got out of high school,
went down and trained in Corpus—part of
his training mission—and then fought the
Japanese as the sworn enemy of the United
States of America. I'm sure some of your rel-
atives did the same thing.
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And yet, here, some 60-odd years later, his
son is sitting down at the table with the head
of the former enemy talking about keeping
the peace. We were talking about, when I
was visiting with Prime Minister Koizumi,
and now his successor, the fact that it’s im-
portant to help these young democracies sur-
vive in the face of this radicalism and extre-
mism that can affect our homelands. See, we
share this great—same philosophical belief
that liberty can prevail, and that we have a
duty to help liberty to prevail if we want
there to be security.

I've always found that to be very inter-
esting. My dad fought the Japanese, and the
son, one lifetime later, is talking about keep-
ing the peace. We talk about Afghanistan and
helping that young democracy. Of course, we
talk about North Korea, to make sure that
we deal with any weapons proliferation that
might be happening. We talk about a lot of
issues, but they're issues about peace. Some-
thing happened between the 18-year-old kid
who joined up to be in the Navy and the
60-year-old son being the President. And
what happened is, is that liberty has got the
capacity to convert an enemy into an ally.

I don’t know how many people would have
been predicting in 1947 or 48 or after the
peace treaty was signed when President Tru-
man was the President that there would be
this kind of accommodation made between
two former enemies for the sake of peace.
I'm not sure how many would have—particu-
larly right after World War II. I suspect a
lot of people would say this never would have
happened. They were the enemy then; they'll
be the enemy now.

And the reason I tell you this story is that
if you really look at history, you'll find exam-
ples where liberty has transformed regions
that were warlike, where a lot of people died,
into regions of peace. And that’s going to
happen again, so long as we have faith in
that fundamental principle, so long as we
don’t lose our confidence in certain values—
that are not American values, but they’re uni-
versal values.

I believe the most important priority of our
Government is to protect the American peo-
ple from further harm. And you just need
to be reassured and so do your constituents
that a lot of good people are spending every
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hour of every day doing just that. But I would
remind you, in the long run, the best way
for your children and grandchildren to be
able to say that when given a tough task, this
generation didn’t flinch and had certain
faith—had faith in certain values, is that we
stay strong when it comes to liberty as a
transformative agent to bring the peace we
want.

Thanks for letting me come. God bless.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:11 a.m. at the
Philadelphia Marriott. In his remarks, he referred
to Dolores Mertz, executive board of directors na-
tional chair, and Jerry Watson, private enterprise
board chairman, American Legislative Exchange
Council; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida
terrorist organization; and Gen. David H.
Petraeus, USA, commanding general, Multi-Na-
tional Force—Iraq.

Remarks at a Special Olympics
Global Law Enforcement Torch Run
Ceremony

July 26, 2007

Thank you all. Welcome to the Rose Gar-
den. Thanks for that touching introduction,
Laura. [Laughter] I am proud to salute an
outstanding group of athletes, the men and
women of Team USA. And I'm pleased to
announce today that Secretary of Education
Margaret Spellings, who is with us today, will
lead the impressive delegation to the World
Games in Shanghai. Thank you, Madam Sec-
retary. Appreciate your service.

I'd also like to extend our greetings to the
representatives from Team China. You're
welcome here in the Rose Garden, and I ap-
preciate you bringing this warm weather with
you. I thank Secretary Mike Leavitt for join-
ing us. Michael, it’s good to see you. Thanks
for being here. We are really proud that Eu-
nice Kennedy Shriver, the founder of the
Special Olympics, took time to be here in
the Rose Garden. Welcome back to the
White House. Great to see you. And I'm glad
you brought your boy with you—Ilaughter]—
the chairman of the Special Olympics, Tim
Shriver. Thanks for being here, Tim. These
are good people.

I'm proud to be here, as well, with Liu
Peng—he’s the Chinese Minister of Sports—
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and other members of the Chinese delega-
tion. We welcome you here. Thank you for
coming, Mr. Minister. And 1 appreciate very
much your bringing President Hu’s letter on
the 2007 Special Olympics World Summer
Games in Shanghai. It's very kind for you
to have brought his letter to me, and I'm
glad to have received it.

I want to thank Hans Hickler, the CEO
of DHL, who has joined us. I thank Chief
LaMunyon, who Laura just talked about.
He’s the founder of the Law Enforcement
Torch Run, and he’s here with his wife,
Sharron. Chief, appreciate you coming.
Thanks for being a visionary. Glad you
brought Sharron.

I thank the Special Olympic athletes, the
final leg runners, and the law enforcement
officials that have joined us today. Proud of
your service, and proud of your compassion.

I remember when I was the Governor of
the great State of Texas being a hugger. That
was during the Special Olympic games. If
you've never been a hugger, I strongly advise
you to be one. [Laughter] That means you
stand at the end of the finish line of a race
and you hug the people coming across the
line. It meant a lot to me to be a hugger.
It introduced me to the Special Olympics,
and I have been a big backer of the Special
Olympics—primarily because then, and since
then I have been inspired by the determina-
tion and the courage of our athletes.

And so we welcome you, and we welcome
your families, and we welcome your coaches
and your supporters. And to the family mem-
bers and coaches and supporters, I thank you
for helping our fellow citizens understand
that the promise of this country belongs to
every citizen. Over four decades, the Special
Olympics has changed the lives of millions
of people across the world. And we’re proud
to note that this noble mission began right
here in America. And let me just say, I be-
lieve it is a fitting testimony to this country,
that was based upon ideals of inclusion and
acceptance and hope, that the games we
honor today began right here in our country.

And ours is a country that constantly needs
to strive to realize that vision. Interestingly
enough, it was 17 years ago today that the
Americans With Disabilities Act was signed
into law at the White House. I know some
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folks here witnessed that signature. And I
know a man who played a major role in get-
ting that done, and that was the 41st Presi-
dent. You call him President; I call him dad.
I am proud it was my dad that signed that
law into being. I firmly believe millions of
disabled Americans have found more oppor-
tunities to work and to contribute to our soci-
ety because of that law.

There’s more work to be done, and that’s
why my administration is building on
progress through what we have called the
New Freedom Initiative. It's a good initia-
tive, and it’s an important initiative, and it’s
an initiative that will help all Americans real-
ize the great blessings of this country.

That’s why the message of Special Olym-
pics is important. That’s why millions have
joined this cause, Eunice. It started off as
an idea, and now it’s a worldwide movement.
And that’s why we look proudly upon the
“Flame of Hope,” which symbolizes the
dreams of millions.

One of the athletes who is going to carry
the torch today is Karen Dickerson. Karen
is a tireless advocate for her fellow athletes.
She’s what we’d call a fierce competitor. In
the 2003 World Games in Ireland, Karen was
told that she had a stress fracture in her leg.
Yet through sheer willpower, she won the
bronze medal. She has since run two Marine
Corps Marathons. In the Boston Marathon
this April, she finished in the top 10 percent
of all women.

I want to thank you for being here. Karen
should serve as an inspiration for a lot of folks
in our country. You're a true champ, just like
every other Special Olympian that has joined
us today and the millions who will be in
Shanghai later on. Your success is best meas-
ured not by the medals you win but the kind
of courage you show. You follow your
dreams; you never gave up; and you've shown
us what the Olympic spirit is all about.

And so we send you to the World Games
with our love and our prayers. We ask that
you carry the greetings of the American peo-
ple with you when you go to Shanghai and
our wish for a world—and that you remind
the people that our wish for our world is a
more welcoming, more hopeful, and more
peaceful place.

God bless you all, and good luck.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Hu Jintao of China; and
Hans Hickler, chief executive officer, DHL Ex-
press USA. The transcript released by the Office
of the Press Secretary included the remarks of
the First Lady, who introduced the President.

Memorandum on the 2007
Combined Federal Campaign

July 26, 2007

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: 2007 Combined Federal Campaign

Admiral Thad W. Allen, Commandant of
the U.S. Coast Guard, has agreed to serve
as the Honorary National Chairman of the
2007 Combined Federal Campaign. I ask you
to enthusiastically support the CFC by per-
sonally chairing the campaign in your agency
and by exhorting top agency officials around
the country to do the same.

The Combined Federal Campaign is an
important way for Federal employees to sup-
port thousands of worthy charities. Public
servants not only contribute to the campaign
but also assume leadership roles to ensure
its success.

Your personal support and enthusiasm will
help positively influence thousands of em-
ployees and will guarantee another successful
campaign.

George W. Bush

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Economic Advisers on the National
Economy

July 27, 2007

I want to thank my economic advisers for
joining me here in the Cabinet. Today, we’ve
had wide-ranging discussions about a lot of
aspects of our economy. I appreciate the Sec-
retary of Commerce, the Secretary of Treas-
ury, and others for giving me their opinions
about the events of today.

And what they're saying—one of the im-
portant pieces of data that I've been briefed
on is the fact that our economy grew at 3.4
percent in the second quarter of this year.
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Inherent in that growth is a free-enterprise
system that provides incentives for people to
take risk and to grow their businesses. And
it’s an economy that is large, flexible, and
resilient.

One of the interesting aspects of this eco-
nomic growth is that we have benefited from
increased exports. In other words, U.S. farm-
ers and small-business owners and manufac-
turers have found markets overseas for our
products, products grown right here or built
right here in the United States. And by sell-
ing those products overseas, it’s contributed
to the strong second quarter growth.

And when we are able to sell products
overseas or goods and services overseas, it
means that Americans are more likely to find
a job here in America. The job growth has
been strong, and that’s what you'd expect
when your economy is strong and resilient
and flexible. People are working; the unem-
ployment rate is down; wages are increasing.

And so I want the American people to take
a good look at this economy of ours. The
world is strong—the world economy is
strong. I happen to believe one of the main
reasons why is because we remain strong.
And my pledge to the American people is,
we will keep your taxes low to make sure
the economy continues to remain strong, and
we’ll be wise about how we spend your
money here in Washington, DC. I've sub-
mitted a budget that will be in balance by
2012, and I look forward to working with
Congress to achieve that goal.

Anyway, thank you all for coming. I appre-
ciate you briefing me.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:46 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Remarks on Presenting the National
Medals of Science and Technology

July 27, 2007

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank
you. Good afternoon. Welcome to the White
House. It’s an honor to welcome some of our
country’s most gifted and accomplished citi-
zens. I appreciate your work on behalf of our
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Nation. I congratulate you on this achieve-
ment, and I look forward to presenting you
the National Medals of Science and Tech-
nology.

I welcome your families, and I welcome
your friends. I also welcome the Secretary
of State, Condoleezza Rice. Madam Sec-
retary, thank you for joining us today. Sec-
retary of Commerce, Carlos Gutierrez, Mr.
Secretary—Dr. Jack Marburger, who is the
Director of Office of Science and Technology
Policy, Dr. Marburger—Dr. Arden Bement,
Director of the National Science Founda-
tion—Arden, thank you for coming. I wel-
come the representatives from the National
Science Foundation who have joined us,
members of the Board from the National
Science and Technology Medals Foundation.
Our awardees have got to be thanking you
as well. [Laughter] I thank Dr. Zerhouni, Di-
rector of the National Institute of Health.
Thanks for coming, Doc—Dr. Bill Jeffrey,
Director of the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology.

Appreciate all the previous recipients of
the National Medals of Science and Tech-
nology who have joined us. I thank the stu-
dents from Benjamin Banneker Academic
High School here in Washington, DC, for
being with us. I thank my friends the
Barretts, who are strong supporters of basic
research and good science, for bringing fu-
ture scientists and engineers to the White
House in the hopes that this ceremony will
inspire them and others to contribute to our
country like our award winners have today.

From the earliest days, we have been a
nation of innovators, people who look at chal-
lenges and find creative ways to adapt and
improve. There’s been some interesting ex-
amples of that attitude right here in the East
Room. For example, Abigail Adams needed
a place to hang her clothes, so she innovated
and converted the East Room into a White
House laundry room. [Laughter] Or Theo-
dore Roosevelt used the East Room as a roll-
er skating rink for his children. [Laughter]
Gerald Ford’s daughter, Susan, used this very
room as the site of her high school prom,
which was well attended, I might add.
[Laughter]

This afternoon, the East Room is home
to innovators of a different kind, some of our
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finest science and technology leaders. The
men and women we salute have been recog-
nized with countless honors, including the
Nobel Prize. They have served as leaders of
major research foundations, university presi-
dents, Directors of Government agencies,
and heads of academic departments. And
now they add to their deep and remarkable
resumes the highest award a President can
confer in their fields, the National Medals
of Science and Technology. And I congratu-
late you.

The intellectual achievements of these
men and women are momentous. In a single
room, we have thinkers who helped formu-
late and refine the Big Bang theory of the
universe, the bootstrap resampling technique
of statistics, the algebraic K-theory of mathe-
matics. I'm going to play like I understand
what all that means. [Laughter] We have ex-
perts in fields like organometallic chemistry,
atomic physics, and neurobiology. We have
researchers who have drilled into glaciers,
isolated the DNA of mobile genes, and pio-
neered the distributed feedback laser.
[Laughter] In other words, we've got some
smart people here. [Laughter] And we're
glad you're Americans.

Each of our laureates has deepened our
understanding of the world, and many have
directly changed our lives. Their discoveries
have led to hopeful treatments for HIV/
AIDS, new vaccines to prevent childhood ill-
nesses, safer drinking water around the
world. Innovations are responsible for the
CD players in our homes, the guardrails on
our highways, the Stealth fighters in our Air
Force. Their breakthroughs have helped
make it possible for burn victims to heal with
fewer scars and older people to hear more
clearly, businesses to e-mail documents
around the world and doctors to administer
medicine without needles. That’s a much
welcome change for a lot of us.

Whatever their chosen field, the National
Laureates in Sciences and Technology have
brought great credit to themselves and to this
country. And you have the gratitude of the
American people. And that’s what we’re here
to tell you today.

The work of these laureates demonstrates
that innovation is vital to a better future for
our country and the world. In America, the
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primary engine of innovation is the private
sector. But government can help by encour-
aging the basic research that gives rise to
promising new thought and products. And
so that’s why I've worked with some in this
room and around our country to develop and
propose the American Competitiveness Ini-
tiative. Over 10 years, this initiative will dou-
ble the Federal Government’s commitment
to the most critical, basic research programs
in physical sciences. Last year, the Congress
provided more than $10 billion, and that’s
just a start. And I call on leaders of both
political parties to fully fund this initiative
for the good of the country.

Maintaining our global leadership also re-
quires a first-class education system. There
are many things that American schools are
doing right, including insisting on account-
ability for every single child. There are also
some areas where we need to improve. And
so as Members work to reauthorize the No
Child Left Behind Act, one of their top prior-
ities has got to be to strengthen math and
science education.

One way to do that is to create an adjunct
teachers corps of math and science profes-
sionals, all aiming to bring their expertise into
American classrooms where—it’s not really
what the aim is. The aim is to make it clear
to young Americans that being in science and
engineering is okay; it’s cool; it’s a smart thing
to do. And so for those of you who are in-
volved with inspiring youngsters, thank you
for what you're doing. I appreciate you en-
couraging the next generation to follow in
your footsteps. And I ask that Congress fully
fund the adjunct teacher corps, so you can
have some help as you go out to inspire.

One of the many reasons that I am an opti-
mistic fellow, and I am, is because I under-
stand that this country is a nation of discovery
and enterprise. And that spirit is really strong
in America today. I found it interesting that
one of today’s laureates, Dr. Leslie Geddes,
is 86 years old and continues to teach and
conduct research at Purdue University. Even
more interesting is what he had to say. He
said, “I wouldn’t know what else to do. I'm
not done yet.” [Laughter]

He’s right. He’s not done yet because the
promise of science and technology never
runs out. With the imagination and deter-
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minations of Americans like our awardees
today, our Nation will continue to discover
new possibilities and to develop new innova-
tions and build a better life for generations
to come. And that’s what we’re here to cele-
brate.

And so I thank you for the many contribu-
tions to our Nation, congratulate you on your
fine achievements. And now I ask the mili-
tary aide to read the citations.

[At this point, Lt. Col. Samuel Floyd, USA,
Army Aide to the President, read the cita-
tions, and the President presented the med-
als.]

NotE: The President spoke at 1:44 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Statement on the Conclusion of
Negotiations With India on a
Bilateral Agreement for Peaceful
Nuclear Cooperation

July 27, 2007

I welcome the conclusion of negotiations
on a bilateral agreement between the United
States and India for peaceful nuclear co-
operation. I commend those from both coun-
tries who have worked hard to make this deal
happen, and I look forward to working with
Congress to realize this important initiative.
This marks another step in the continued
progress that is deepening our strategic part-
nership with India, a vital world leader.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

July 21
In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the
President had an intelligence briefing.
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July 22
In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC.

July 23

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

The President announced that he has
named Cynthia Bergman as Special Assistant
to the President for Communications.

The President announced that he has
named Ann Thomas G. Johnston as Special
Assistant to the President for Legislative Af-
fairs.

The President announced that he has
named Jason Recher as Special Assistant to
the President and Trip Director.

July 24

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to
Charleston Air Force Base in Charleston, SC.
While en route aboard Air Force One, he
had separate telephone conversations with
President Georgi Parvanov of Bulgaria to dis-
cuss the return of the Bulgarian nurses who
were released from prison in Libya on July
24 and Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan of Turkey to congratulate him on
his party’s July 22 election victory.

Later in the morning, the President
viewed the loading of cargo planes for ship-
ment to Iraq. He then had lunch with mili-
tary personnel.

In the afternoon, the President met with
family members of the Charleston fire-
fighters who died on June 18. Later, he pre-
sented the Congressional Gold Medal to
Tuskegee Airman Earl M. Middleton. He
then returned to Washington, DC.

In the evening, in the Residence, the
President had dinner with King Abdullah II
of Jordan.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James D. McGee to be Ambas-
sador to Zimbabwe.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Vincent Obsitnik to be Ambassador
to Slovenia.
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The President declared a major disaster in
Nebraska and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe storms and flooding
from May 28—June 2.

July 25

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in the East Room, the
President participated in a photo opportunity
with the 2007 Boys and Girls Nation dele-
gates.

July 26

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Phila-
delphia, PA, where, upon arrival, he met with
USA Freedom Corps volunteers Carly and
Molly Houlahan.

Later in the morning, the President re-
turned to Washington, DC.

In the afternoon, in the East Room, the
President participated in a photo opportunity
with National and State Future Farmers of
America (FFA) Organization members.

The White House announced that the
President will host Prime Minister Gordon
Brown of the United Kingdom at Camp
David on July 29-30.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Mark M. Boulware to be Ambas-
sador to Mauritania.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Benjamin Eric Sasse to be Assist-
ant Secretary of Health and Human Services
(Planning and Evaluation).

The President announced his intention to
nominate Barry L. Wells to be Ambassador
to The Gambia.

July 27

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush traveled to Camp David, MD.
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Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted July 25

James D. McGee,

of Florida, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Zimbabwe.

Vincent Obsitnik,

of Virginia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Slovenia.

Harry K. Thomas, Jr.,

of New York, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Director General of the Foreign Serv-
ice, vice George McDade Staples.

Submitted July 26

Mark M. Boulware,

of Texas, a career member of the Senior For-
eign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Islamic Republic of Mauritania.

Benjamin Eric Sasse,

of Nebraska, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Health and Human Services, vice Michael
O’Grady, resigned.

Barry Leon Wells,

of Ohio, a career member of the Senior Ex-
ecutive Service, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the Republic of The
Gambia.

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released July 21

Statement by Deputy Press Secretary Scott
M. Stanzel on the President’s routine surveil-
lance colonoscopy and temporary transfer of
power to the Vice President

Released July 23
Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow

Released July 24

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Nebraska

Fact sheet: Al Qaeda in Iraq

Released July 25

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow

Released July 26

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of
British Prime Minister Gordon Brown to
Camp David

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Bush Signs Foreign Investment and National
Security Act of 2007

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 556
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Released July 27

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow

Transcript of a press briefing by Chairman
of the Council of Economic Advisers Edward
P. Lazear, Secretary of Commerce Carlos M.
Gutierrez, Secretary of Treasury Henry M.
Paulson, Jr., and Director of the Office of
Management and Budget Robert J. Portman

Fact sheet: Six Years of Progress Under the
President’s New Freedom Initiative

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved July 26

H.R.556 / Public Law 110—49
Foreign Investment and National Security
Act of 2007
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